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EDITORIAL 


When the suggestion of a regular TPN 
newsletter was proposed at the last 
meeting by Anthea Wallhead, the proposal 
was met with grunts by some, "Can't keep 
it up" by others and "No need for it" by 
computer lovers. However, the positive 
minority won the day and this first 
issue is now with you all. It was 
produced at no cost to members of the 
TPN or the tax payer but was made 
possible by the generosity of those who 
advertised within its pages. I hope that 
you will all support those advertisers 
whenever the opportunity arises. 


One of the aims in producing this 
newsletter is to inform you about TPN 
activities, polar related events, 
individual achievements, possible 
business opportunities and any major 
developments that may have a direct 
effect on Tasmania or the polar business 
community. It is intended to maintain a 
forthright and open approach whenever 
possible, and news and views that may 
inspire thought and debate beyond the 
limits of TPN meetings will be welcomed. 


I will take this opportunity to thank 
all of those people who contributed to 
this newsletter so unstintingly, and 
especially to Jack Sayers who provided 
more for us than he was aware of at the 
time! Thank you. 


1998 A PERSONAL OPINION 

I hope that 1998 will not be recorded as 
the year in which Hobart destroys the 
last waterfront traces of its maritime 
history and thereby undoes all that the 
TPN and individuals have achieved toward 
the promotion of Hobart for Antarctic 
and tourism use. The issue of a 
character-destroying waterfront hotel 
should be very carefully considered by 
all political parties, and a tripartisan 
approach made to explore the best way 
that use can be made of this area, in 
the unigue Tasmanian manner, for all 
Tasmanians to enjoy. Only then should 
the financial benefits be considered. 


Season's Greetings to all. MW 


MINISTER’S MESSAGE 


The festive season provides the opportunity to look back on the past year and reflect on how 
well we have done. By any measure 1997 has been a year where we have done well. In my 
opinion, three items stand out above all others: 


1. 1997 was the year Hobart became host to the Council of Managers of National Antarctic 
Programs, a small but major Antarctic Secretariat. 


2. 1997 was the year where Tasmania, through a tripartisan approach, changed the 
Commonwealth’s stand on the preferred location for the Antarctic Treaty Secretariat: 


3. 1997 will be the year the Antarctic Science Centre now known as Antarctic Adventure 
opened, and through its construction brought investment and expertise from one of 
Australia’s major tourist operators to Tasmania for the first time. 


There are many more items where success can be measured, perhaps not as significant as the 
ones mentioned but nevertheless important in their own right. One of these items is the 
decision by the Tasmanian Polar Network to elect its own Chairperson and to create its own 
marketing and development program. 


An editorial in the Mercury newspaper on 24 November 1997 entitled “Meeting the 
Challenges” is headed up “If much can be made from next to nothing, how much can be 
made of something”. 


Tasmania has something when it comes to Antarctica. It has both a geographical and 
historical connection to the continent. It is already recognised internationally as one of the 
major southern gateways. It has a long and rich association with Antarctic expeditions at a 
national and international level. It has a supportive Government and Opposition, providing a 
unique stability when it comes to future policy development. It has the Tasmanian Polar 
Network. 


I believe, given these attributes, business associated with Antarctic resupply can achieve 
much if it puts its mind to it. It is now up to you to take up the challenge and make the 
“something” out of something during the years ahead. 


Obviously your decision to appoint one of your members as chairperson and to place the 
Network on more of a business footing augers well for your endeavours in 1998. I welcome 
being able to assist the Network by contributing to this, the first edition of your official 
newsletter and trust it is the beginning of a regular communication. 


t me take this opportunity of wishing your members best wishes for Christmas and a happy 
w Year and reaffirming the Government’s support for your future endeavours. 


Peter Hodgman 
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ANTARCTIC AFFAIRS 


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 


Although we are to share news and information 
per medium of this publication, I cannot help but 
reflect upon the year almost past in the context of 
our shared interests and hopes for the future. 


While this amounts to no more than a summary, it 
has been a memorable year for matters Antarctic 
and Tasmanian. 


At the outset, therefore, a vote of thanks to 
Minister Hodgman with the Antarctic Affairs 
portfolio and Tony Hughson, most ably supported 
by Cordulla at the Office of Antarctic Affairs. 


This initiative by the Minister has provided a focal 
point for our efforts and more importantly for our 
influential visitors to Tasmania. It has made us 
easier to deal with, a key component in any 
working plan. 


I contend the potentially most significant 
development during 1997 has been the 
preparation of the foresight review of Australia's 
Antarctic presence and plans for the next 20 years, 
in particular support for the so-called East 
Antarctic airlink which proposes to use Hobart as 
the eastern link port of call. Clearly such a plan 
has the potential not only to advance our claim to 
the world's best Antarctic science, but also to at 
last present an avenue for trade with other 
countries on our side of the Antarctic continent, 
including China, Japan and the CIS. The 
possibilities are exciting! 


To that end, the TPN has been involved via 
visions of our members with lobbying the Federal 
- Government through MHR Graham McDougal in 
Canberra during July and more recently Senators 
MacDonald (Secretary to Senator Robert Hill) 
and Brian Gibson to ensure that all were fully 
acquainted with the potential the  airlink 
represented for Tasmanian polar commerce. 


Locally, we have also briefed investors interested 
in the Hobart Airport tender which closes in 
February 1998. 


As interest builds in the airlink, other partners in 
the form of the Southern Tasmanian Economic 


Development Board have expressed interest in 
how they may assist the project. How 
encouraging it is to be associated with a proposal 
which enjoys tripartite support at State and 
Federal levels of Government as well as the 
goodwill of industry and science. I wish I was as 
sure of winning the lottery! 


If our presence in the Antarctic is about 
conducting the world's best Antarctic science, 
then an airlink is a must, since the world's best 
scientists are increasingly not prepared to take the 
significant time out that sea travel schedules 
require. 


On science matters, the TPN contributes to the 
debate concerning the subsequently successfully 
funded Antarctic CRC via letters to the Editor and 
a media interview. Two new Directors joined the 
Board as a matter of requirements for the industry 
participation, inclusive of the writer who is 
pleased to be able to contribute and to provide 
this further link to the TPN. 


On several occasions during the year, and most 
notably at the Conference of the Treaty 
Secretariat held in New Zealand, Minister 
Hodgman and Opposition spokesman John White 
MHA lobbied hard for relocation of the secretariat 
to Tasmania with some success and a measure of 
healthy controversy. 


Work has also continued during the year on the 
findings of the 1996 Governor's Forum on the 
Antarctic and the contribution of Debra Hill to 
the Office of Antarctic Affairs is very much 
appreciated by the TPN. 


The successful lobby for the Treaty Logistical 
Support Secretariat COMNAP relocation to 
Hobart from Washington DC and appointment of 
Jack Sayers as Secretary for a six year term were 
also significant achievements during the year, 
helping as it does to build a critical mass of 
Antarctic-related activity in Tasmania including 
CCAMLR, CSIRO, AAD, Antarctic CRC already 
here, and the soon to open Tasmanian Antarctic 
Centre on Hobart's Salamanca Place Esplanade. 


The Centre will fill an important gap in public 
knowledge of Antarctica and serve equally well to 
raise the public profile of Antarctic science and 


the value of AAD and CRC programmes to the 
international community. 


Members enjoyed celebrations marking the 50th 
Anniversary of both the French Institute Francais 
Pour La Recherche et la Technologie Polaires and 
the Australian Antarctic Division and ANARE 
during the year. 


The 1997 CCAMLR Conference in Hobart also 
allowed for TPN presentation, courtesy of the 
State Government, as was also the case with 
visitors from the CIS and China during the year. 
The work done by the Office of Antarctic Affairs 
in co-ordinating and promoting these occasions is 
particularly appreciated by TPN members. The 
goodwill generated by this kind of hospitality and 
the positive support for other countries by the 
Australian Antarctic Division is symptomatic of 
the co-operation which occurs between all nations 
active in the Antarctic. 


It is here perhaps the TPN can take a greater part 
in the promotion of Tasmania and the polar 
support capability of our network. To recall the 
words of a great Tasmanian in Geoff Taylor who 
said to me "The harder I work, the luckier I get", 
is to capture the spirit of commerce in the polar 
sector. 


1998 will bring more ways in which the TPN can 
help to promote polar support business through 
our network. We have in our midst a fine 
opportunity of similar planning and execution in 


the success of the Hobart Ports Corporation © 


cruise ships visit strategy which will see visits 
double to 19 this summer with obvious and 
immediate benefits to Tasmanian industry. 


In order to maximise future potential, the TPN 
needs to form a more focussed effort in support of 
the proposed airlink to Antarctica and to continue 
to develop international relationships at every 
opportunity. 


To do this will require a nominal subscription to 
form a budget to enable a degree of hospitality 
initiative to complement the commitment of the 
State Government to these events. 


On this note, I close, while expressing my sincere 
appreciation for the efforts of all associated with 
the TPN during the year and with a particular 
mention for Malcolm and Anthea Wallhead who 
are the creators of this publication. 


Jim Playsted 
CHAIRMAN TPN 1997/98 


Merry Chnislmas and 
A Happy New Year 
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Extra copies of this newsletter are 
available for $4.00 per copy plus $1.00 


postage from Malcolm Wallhead and 
Associates. 


Hobart Flies into the 21° Century 


Hobart-Antarctic Airlink 


At the October TPN meeting, Jack Sayers outlined 
plans for the development of an airlink to East 
Antarctica by the Russian Antarctic Program. The 
concept of an East Antarctic Air Network (EAAN) 
connecting Hobart and Cape Town via East Antarctic 
research stations has been actively discussed by the 
Russian, Chinese, Japanese and Australian national 
Antarctic programs during the last four years. 


Recent policy decisions by the Russian Government 
have brought this proposal closer to reality. The 
current plans are: 


° to rebuild the Russian station Progress 2 in the 
Larsemann Hills (which is about 80 nm west 
of the Australian Davis station), 

° complete investigations in January 1998 on 


the feasibility of constructing an 
ice/compacted snow runway near Progress 2, 
e complete the construction of a runway during 
the 1998/99 season (subject to an 
environmental impact assessment), 


e conduct a demonstration flight during the 
1999/2000 season, and 

° commence a regular airlink in the 2001/2002 
season. 


The Russian Antarctic Expedition (RAE) are planning 
to use an Ilyushin 76 jet aircraft for the service that 
will be operated by a commercial Russian air transport 
company. Ilyushin 76 aircraft have previously flown 
from South Africa and Mozambique to Russian 
stations in East Antarctica. 


EAAN Meeting in Japan 


The Japanese National Institute of Polar Research 
(NIPR) is hosting a meeting in Tokyo during late 
February 1998 to discuss the development 
implementation of the East Antarctic Air Network 
(EAAN). Representatives of those national Antarctic 
programs expecting to use the airlink will attend the 
meeting. 


In the week prior to the meeting, a smaller group of 
specialists will be conducting experiments on ice 
runway construction techniques at a Japanese research 


facility in Hokkaido. 
JS 
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P&O CHALLENGE THE NEW AIR SERVICE 
WITH THEIR REDESIGNED ICE-BREAKER 
*AURORA-ZEPPELIN-AUSTRALIS' 


THE FUTURE 


At this stage of developments it is 
expected to have the Russian firm Antex 
Polux operating the service. They 
intend to use the short take-off and 
land Ilyushin 76 refitted with new 
engines which they hope can be made in 
Russia under licence from France. These 
French designed engines reduce the fuel 
consumption of the aircraft by a 
massive 20% over the existing units. 
Though this fuel saving may reduce the 
running costs of the flights, the main 
advantage will be the added safety 
factor of greater flying range in 
circumstances of unforeseen weather 
conditions and other emergencies. 


Ultimately, it is intended to extend 
the air service beyond the Larsemann 
Hills so that it can resupply the 
Japanese base Syowa and the Russian 
base Novolazarevskaya before 
terminating at Cape Town to prepare for 
the return flight. 


This air service will have to pay for 


itself. Therefore, space permitting, 
commercial cargo will be accepted for 
airfreighting directly into Antarctica 
on a user pays basis. 


This facility will make it possible for 
Tasmanian exporters to deliver goods to 
a destination close enough to many 
countries' areas of operations for them 
to be collected by helicopter by the 
purchasing nation only hours after the 
goods have left Hobart! 


MW 


The map (opposite page) shows the 
proposed route and the locations of the 
three ice/compacted snow runways in 


Antarctica. The total journey from 
Hobart to Cape Town is around 10,000 
km. (Equal to four times the distance 
from Melbourne to Perth). 
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PROVING THAT THE PEN IS MIGHTIER THAN THE 
SWORD. JACK (THE BUCK STOPS HERE) SAYERS 
BLOTS OUT THE OPPOSITION TO NAME THE NEW 
AIR SERVICE APPROPRIATELY. 


COMNAP Secretariat 


The Secretariat of the Council of Managers of 
National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP) commenced 
operation in Hobart on 1 October 1997. The 
Secretariat was transferred to from Washington DC 
where it operated for nine years. 


The Executive Secretary of COMNAP is Jack Sayers 
who was previously Assistant Director Expedition 
Operations with the Australian Antarctic Division. 
Jack can be contacted by e-mail at 
<jack.sayers@delm.tas.gov.au> or by phone on 6233 
5498. His office is next door to Tony Hughson at the 
Office of Antarctic Affairs, 25 Hunter Street. 


Visit by Italian Officials 


The Director of the Italian Antarctic Program, Ing 
Mario Zuchelli, and the Operations Manager, Ing 
Antonino Cucinotta, are planning to visit Hobart on 
10-12 March en route home from Antarctica. They 
will visit the COMNAP Secretariat and the Australian 
Antarctic Division. (See Calendar of Events) 


Russian Visitor to Hobart 


The Deputy Director of the Russian 
Antarctic Expedition, Dr Valery Klokov, 
arrived in Hobart on 15th November and 
will be departing for Antarctica on 
voyage 4 of Aurora Australis. Dr 
Klokov will be undertaking an 
investigation of a potential ice/snow 
runway site on the plateau behind the 
Larsemann Hills. 


When he returns to Hobart on Voyage 4, 
Valery plans to visit Dumont d’Urville on 
the French expedition vessel L ’Astrolabe. 
Upon return from Dumont d’Urville he 
will travel to Tokyo to attend a meeting 
of the SCALOP East Antarctic Air 
Network Sub-group. 


Js 


TPN BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


COMMONWEALTH PROCUREMENT GUIDELINES 


These Guidelines provide guidance for 
those involved in Commonwealth 
government procurement. The Guidelines 
are issued by the Federal Minister for 
Administrative Services and reflect the 
Federal Government's desire to reduce 
red tape and the costs of tendering, 
and to improve accountability in 
government procurement. 


The Government is dedicated to ensuring 
that procurement is conducted in the 
most efficient way possible to reduce 
the costs of doing business for both 
buyers and suppliers. 


The Guidelines apply to the procurement 
of goods and services of all kinds 
including: 


— consultancies & professional services 
- construction and related services; 

- training for Commonwealth personnel; 
- services from public utilities; and 
- real property. 


These latest Guidelines are well worth 
reading particularly for those TPN 
members not already familiar with the 
Commonwealth procurement process, or 
for those just wanting to update their 
knowledge. These are the same 
Guidelines used by the Australian 
Antarctic Division when _ purchasing 
their supplies. 


A copy of the complete Guidelines is 
available at OAA for members' 
convenience. Contact Debra Hill at OAA 
(Ph. 6233 5672). 


TARIFF CONCESSION GAZETTE 


To assist TPN business members the: 


Office of Antarctic Affairs is now 
receiving The Commonwealth of Australia 
Tariff Concession Gazette. This Gazette 
is published weekly and provides 
manufacturers who believe they have 
substitutable goods an opportunity to 
contest the granting of a Tariff 
Concession Order (TCO) for imported 
goods. 


Under this scheme, a TCO will be 
granted if substitutable goods are not 
produced in Australia at the time a TCO 
application is lodged. Substitutable 
goods are Australian made goods which 
have a use corresponding to the use of 
the imported goods. To assist local 
manufacturers the use(s) to which the 
goods can be put follow the description 
of the goods in the Gazette. 


Submissions on an = approved form 
objecting to the granting of a TCO or 
seeking revocation of a TCO must be 
lodged within 50 days of the date of 
publication of the notice. Forms are 
available from the Customs Office. 


Any member wishing to check these 
Gazettes may do so at OAA during 
business hours. Contact Debra Hill at 
OAA (Ph. 6233 5672). 


ANTARCTIC FOUNDATION GRANT 
TO ROYAL TASMANIAN BOTANICAL GARDENS 


Construction of the Sub-Antarctic Plant 
House at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens will now begin, thanks to a 
$19,000 grant from the Australian 
Antarctic Foundation. This grant brings 
the Foundation's contribution to 
$107,000, making it by far the biggest 
contributor to the project. This grant 
was the final to be made by the 
Foundation. 


The Sub-Antarctic Plant House will’ 
provide visitors with the opportunity 
to study Macquarie Island plants and 
researchers the ability to undertake 
research in the area. The grant comes 
just in time, as the AURORA AUSTRALIS 
brought back 1.5 tonnes of Macquarie 
Island plant material this trip. 


To-date building has been held up due 
to a lack of funds caused by an 
increase in the cost of the plant 
necessary to maintain the environment 
at or around temperature found on 
Macquarie Island. The house will be a 
valuable adjunct to the gardens and the 
tourism infrastructure associated with 
Antarctica. TH 


Antarctic 


The opening of Dreamworld's "ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE" in Hobart this month will be 
symbolic of many people's cumulative 
efforts to firmly establish Hobart as 
Australia's Antarctic Capital. 
Congratulations to all those who 
persisted with the concept of an 
Antarctic and Southern Ocean Science 
Centre, and finally achieved such a 
positive addition to Tasmania's 
governmental, research, educational and 
commercial facilities related to 
Antarctic Affairs. 


THE BUILDING: 


"ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" is situated in 
Salamanca Square in Salamanca Place, 
where the building forms part of a 
residential and commercial project. The 
interior comprises a main exhibition 
area and theatrette of approximately 
3,200 square metres, and an integrated 
retail and refreshment kiosk. In 
addition, there is a 200 square metre 
temporary exhibition area, and a 
further 200 square metres will be 
utilised for administration offices on 
a mezzanine. The Office of Antarctic 
Affairs will be moving into this area 
early next year. 


OBJECTIVES: 
NOT JUST ANOTHER TOURIST ATTRACTION 


If any TPN members are sceptical about 
the role that "ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" 
will play in Hobart's’§ Antarctic 
Affairs, please take note of the chief 
objectives as outlined in a news 
release by Joanne Plowman, Advertising 
and Public Relations Executive for 
Dreamworld: . 


mw Attract tourists, residents and 
schools to visit and through an 
active, enjoyable and memorable 
experience, learn about the Southern 


Ocean and Antarctica. 


@ Increase the appeal of Hobart to the 
family tourist market and to be an 
international profile tourist 
attraction. 


Adventure 


m Develop a national and international 
reputation, offering exciting and 
innovative insight into this unique 
part of the world. 


mBe recognised as a unique science 
education resource, integral to the 
classroom program for all schools. 


m Through displays, exhibitions and 
experiences increase public awareness 
and knowledge of the importance of 
Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. 


m Establish a Centre on Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean matters that will 
collaborate with related organisations 
to ensure the quality and reliability 
of its information and displays. 


m Promote research of the Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean. 


"ANTARCTIC 
250,000 


Dreamworld estimate that 
ADVENTURE" will attract 
visitors in the first year. 


DREAMWORLD 


TASMANIA © AUSTRALIA 


BENEFITS: 
WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME? 


Members should think creatively, not 


linearly, about how they and their 
company or organisation can benefit 
from the existence of "ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE", particularly in its 


educational role. Look especially for 
long term benefits, bearing in mind 
that the school children of today are 
your customers of tomorrow. 


Dreamworld is committed to preserving 
the scientific integrity of the Centre 
and aims to work closely with groups 
such as the TPN to achieve this goal - 
recognising the importance of the role 
the TPN plays and seeking co-operative 
promotional opportunities. 


"ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" will showcase the 
largest core gathering of Antarctic 
Science in the Southern Hemisphere and, 
through its marketing efforts, locally, 
interstate and overseas, promote the 
Centre as a "must see" unique 
attraction, located in Australia's 
Antarctic Capital, Hobart. 


Through the Centre's content and its 
publicity strategy, "ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE" will strive to heighten 


awareness and an appreciation of the 


importance of the Antarctic, paying 
homage to the people and organisations 
who have contributed in some way to the 
research, exploration and survival in 
this vast continent. 


In addition to attracting visitors to 
the Centre, "ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" is 
encouraging schools in Tasmania and on 
the mainland to include the 'A Visit to 
the Antarctic' in their 1998 school 
excursion programs. 


The Centre will employ a dedicated 
education officer who . will be 
responsible for the implementation and 
promotion of the "ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" 


‘education program, which is tailored to 


meet the needs of the years 3 to 12 
national science curriculum. A 
dedicated Education/Information centre 
is available within the complex for use 
by school groups. 


TPN members should consider this when 
seeking involvement with "ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE" and design their strategy to 
intermesh with the intended objectives 
of the Centre. 


Contact Joanne Plowman (Ph. 6220 8220) 
to find out who to see at "ANTARCTIC: 
ADVENTURE" re your potential 
involvement. 


continued > 


IN BRIEF 


"ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" 


Jennifer Trethewey, General Manager 
Joanne Plowman, Advertising & PR Exec. 


2 Salamanca Square, Hobart, 7000 
(03) 6220 8220 
(03) 6223 8889 


www.antarctic.com.au 


-Opening in December 1997 

-Every day except Christmas Day 
-10.00 am - 5.00 pm Sunday to Friday 
- 9.00 am - 5.00 pm Saturdays 

-Hours may be extended during peak 
periods. 

$16 Adults ee i 

$13 Pensioners men oR aT: 
$ 8 Children The Emperor Penguin (featured 
$ 5 Children in school groups on the logo) has been chosen 


as the mascot for "ANTARCTIC 
ADVENTURE" . 


390 car bays including 260 under cover. 


ANTARCTIC 


ADVENTURE 


a fy 


Parliament Square 


SOY oO a & 
The map clearly shows the location of the 
Y building and the two access points into 


Salamanca Square. Either of these entrances give 
, access to "ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE". 


POLAR PUBLICATIONS 


BOOKS: 


"THE SILENCE CALLING" by TIM BOWDEN. Allen & Unwin Signed Copies. Price: $59.95. 


The ANARE Jubilee history of Australians in Antarctica 1947-97. This book is the 
culmination of four years' work by noted broadcaster and historian Tim Bowden, 
who was commissioned by the Australian Antarctic Division to write the ANARE 
Jubilee history. Tim has interviewed past and present expeditioners and under- 
taken archival and documentary research dating back to the 1930s to delve in to 
the heart of ANARE. 

“THE HOME OF THE BLIZZARD" by SIR DOUGLAS MAWSON. Wakefield Press. Price: $29.95. 


The paperback re-release of Sir Douglas Mawson's story of the Australasian 
Antarctic Expedition 1911-1914. This book is an amazing story of courage and 
survival, with over ninety original photographs. 

"ANTARCTICA; SECRETS OF THE FROZEN WO ". Price: $8.95. 


An ideal information book, especially for students. Published by the Museum of 
Victoria and the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. 


VIDEOS: 


"THE SILENCE CALLING" Narrated by Tim Bowden. 75 minutes. Price: $29.95, 
Fifty years of Australia in Antarctica. 


"VOYAGE TO ANTARCTICA" Victorian University. 105 minutes. Price: $45.00 


Travels to South Georgia, South Orkney Islands, South Shetland Islands and the 
Antarctic Peninsula. 


These books and videos are currently available at The Antarctic Connection, 
29 Salamanca Place, Hobart. Ph. 6224 8244. Fax. 6224 8233. 


OTHER NEWS 


SYMPOSIUM ON OPERATIONAL WEATHER FORECASTING IN ANTARCTICA 


In conjunction with British Antarctic Survey, the Tasmanian and Antarctic Regional 
Office of the Bureau of Meteorology is organising an international symposium on 
operational weather forecasting in Antarctica. It is co-sponsored by the World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO), the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research 
(SCAR), the American Meteorological Society (AMS) and the Australian Meteorological 
and Oceanographic Society (AMOS). The Symposium is to be held in Hobart from Monday 
31 August to Thursday 3 September 1998. The WMO Executive Council Working Group on 
Antarctic Meteorology, with members from 20 countries, is to meet in Hobart during 
the .following week - Monday 7 to Friday 11 September 1998. 


13 


REPORT CALLS FOR A MAJOR RETHINK OF 
AUSTRALIA’S ANTARCTIC PROGRAM 


The first major rethink of Australia’s Antarctic Program since the end of the Cold War 
has recommended sweeping changes. 


The report to the Federal Government entitled “Australia’s Antarctic Program Beyond 
2000” has made recommendations which include: 


Australia should enhance its influence in Antarctic matters through its lead role in 
Antarctic Science and through its leadership in the Antarctic Treaty System. 
Australia should undertake scientific work of practical and economic, as well as 
national significance; 

Australia should take a more internationally cooperative approach in relation to 
our infrastructure, transport and scientific requirements; 

the Australian Antarctic Program should become more flexible, with a requirement 


to maintain at least one station on the Antarctic Continent; 

the Federal Government should examine the feasibility of both inter-continental 
and intra-continental air transport; 

Hobart should continue to be developed as the focus of our Antarctic Program and 
promoted as an international Antarctic centre; and, 

Greater emphasis should be placed upon marine science with the dedication of a 
research vessel. 


In September last year, the Government asked the Antarctic Science Advisory 
Committee (ASAC) to provide advice on “Australia’s Antarctic infrastructure and 
logistical needs, scientific research strategy, and policy priorities to address the 
challenges beyond 2000.” 


In calling for public comment, Senator Ian Macdonald, Parliamentary Secretary 
responsible for the Antarctic, said that he welcomed the broad thrust of the report 
which highlighted the need to reduce infrastructure costs, diverting savings into 
scientific research. 


“The Government also welcomes the recognition of Hobart as Australia’s Antarctic 
capital and the emphasis placed upon the protection of the Antarctic’s unique 
environment.” 


Senafor Macdonald commended the Chair of ASAC, Professor Michael Stoddart, and 
fellow committee members, for breaking new ground in relation to Antarctic policy. 


“Previous Antarctic policies, largely set during the Cold War, placed considerable 
emphasis upon our territorial obligations,” Senator Macdonald said. 


“This report clearly identifies scientific research, particularly global climate change 
research, as Australia’s most important Antarctic objective.” 
continued > 


Recommendation ia : a 


The Government's future goals for the Antarctic Program should be: 

e to undertake scientific work of practical, economic, and national significance a. 
- to understand global climate change; 
e to protect the Antarctic environment; and 


e to enhance Australia’ Ss influence i ir 


Recommendation 2 


‘Australia should develop a more flexible approach t servici Ss commitments in 
the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic, to enable it to Tespc quickly to changed needs 
and priorities while maintaining the benefits of past investments. 


Recommendation 3 


Australia retain a permanent presence in Antarctica by maintaining cation of at 
least one of the existing stations, and move toa flexible logistic infrastructure re- 
sponsive to scientific requirements capable of supporting existing levels of research 
ina range of locations, including the use of other stations and temporary field bases 
as required. In moving towards this arrangement, Australia must continue to fulfil its 
international obligations under existing arrangements. 


Recommendation 4 


continued > 
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Recommendation 9 
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Copies of the report can be accessed through the Internet at 
<http://www.antdiv.gov.aw/foresight>. Hard copies may be obtained by contacting Mr 
Tony Molyneux at the Australian Antarctic Division, on telephone 03 6232 3527. 


CATERPILLAR HAS A PROVEN RECORD 
IN ANTARCTIC CONDITIONS. 


CUSTOM-DESIGNED TRACTORS AND POWER 
GENERATION SYSTEMS HAVE PERFORMED 
WITH DISTINCTION AND RELIABILITY DURING 
ALMOST 40 YEARS OF INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
ANTARCTIC. 

WILLIAM ADAMS PROVIDE SPECIALISED 
MAINTENANCE AND TRAINING TO ENSURE 
THAT CAT® CONTINUES TO.MAINTAIN THE 
REPUTATION IT HAS ACHIEVED. 

WILLIAM ADAMS - 68 YEARS A 
CATERPILLAR DEALER - 38 YEARS IN 
THE ANTARCTIC. 


ane" uee 
William Adams car 
Gols a ttn tl * 
William Adams Pty. Ltd. ACN 009 569 493 
2 Chardonnay Drive, Berriedale 


or PO. Box 124, Glenorchy, Tasmania 7010. 
Telephone: (03) 6249 0566 Fax: (03) 6249 5574 


BUY THIS SPACE 

TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
TO NETWORK MEMBERS AND 
GAIN GOODWILL, IMPROVED 
CORPORATE IMAGE, EXTRA 
LOCAL SALES OF YOUR OWN 
SPECIAL PRODUCTS AND 
INDIVIDUAL SERVICES, AND 
LET YOUR FELLOW NETWORK 
MEMBERS SEE THAT THROUGH 
YOUR ADVERTISING HERE 
YOU ARE SUPPORTING THE 
TPN NEWSLETTER AND ITS 
CONTINUED PRODUCTION IN 
THE FUTURE. 


THIS SPACE (% PAGE) $25 
HALF PAGE, ONLY $50 
SEND PREPARED AD'S, COPY 
READY, B&W, WITH PAYMENT 
TO MALCOLM WALLHEAD AND 
ASSOCIATES, WATSONS RD, 
KETTERING, TAS 7155. 


TRANSLATION 
AND 
INTERPRETING 


THE TRANSLATORS' NETWORK 
Accredited translators & interpreters 
Translation of scientific and technical material 
Preparation of abstracts & glossaries 
Translation of brochures, information sheets 


1 Promotional or marketing material 


|| PHONE: 03 6267 4816 

H| FACSIMILE: 03 6267 4192 

| E-mail: mnolan@mpx.com.au 

i G.P.O. Box 1919, Hobart, Tasmania, 7001 


COMMUNICATING INTERNATIONALLY 


SALAMANCA MAXILAB 
and 
THE ANTARCTIC CONNECTION 
29 Salamanca Place. 


Hobart 
ph. 62248 244 fax 62248 233 


* Quality photo developing 

* Open 7 days a week. 

* 3rd “Australian Photography” 
Minilab of the Year 96/97 and 97/98 

* Comprehensive range of films, 
paper, chemistry , photographic 
equipment and cameras. 

* Duty free sales available 

* Largest supplier of photographic 
goods to Antarctica. 

* Large range of Antarctic souvenirs. 

* Antarctic photographs and artwork. 


10% disount on all photographic 
services to members of Tasmanian 
Polar Network 


LETTERS 


Gordon writes.... 


Thank you to members of T.P.N. who wished me 
well as I retired from William Adams after 42 
years of employment. It is my intention to remain 
associated with my Antarctic network to support 
both current and future programs. This will also 
include an on-going arrangement with William 
Adams. 


Many Australian businesses and citizens have 
completed planning or started to plan for the 
Christmas shut-down, staff reductions or the next 
social function. However, those of us involved in 
supporting Antarctic operations should take time- 
out to look at our individual roles. 


If the T.P.N. is to be taken as a responsive pro- 
active network, this is the very time when we 
should be able to demonstrate the level of support 
that is available. 


While Antarctic operators are renowned for their 
logistical planning, they are reliant on their 
suppliers to provide quality goods and services. 
Without reliable services and equipment, lives will 
be put at risk and extensive scientific programs 
limited or ruined. 


The key word for each of us is reliability. The 
ability or desire to go that extra distance to 
support our customers is a major key in successful 
Polar support. Let us each consider preparing a 
“holiday” support listing and forward this to each 
of our Antarctic customers so that they in turn 
will have a degree of comfort in their difficult 
environment. 


The news that support for the Polar air link is 
strengthening should present a further opportunity 
to both Tasmania and T.P.N. It is up to the 
business associates of T.P.N. to get behind the 
service providers and the State Government 
departments to ensure that the air-link becomes a 
reality. 


While away on a European holiday, the writer 
made contact with the French and Italian partners 
in the Concordia Project. They plan to run three 


(3) traverses to Dome C during the 1997-98 
summer program. This will place a massive load 
on their logistical capacity. Those of us 
associated with .F.R.T.P. and ENEA need to be 
aware of and make provision for their needs. 


Best wishes for Christmas and a successful 1997/ 
98 Antarctic summer program. 


Gordon G. Hellsten 


ANTHEA'S WORD 


Contributions to the next issue of ICE 
BREAKER will be received at any time, 
starting 


today. Publication month: 
MARCH 1998. 

Any information regarding polar 
Internet addresses, books, videos, CD- 
ROMs, music or Antarctic acronyms would 


be useful, too. 


POLAR WEB 


Useful Online Addresses 


Australian Antarctic Division: 
http: //www.antdiv.gov.au/ 


Antarctic Support Associates: 
http://www.asa.org 


Alfred-Wegener-Institute: 


http:www.awi-bremerhaven.de/ 


British Antarctic Survey: 
http: //www.nerc-—bas.ac.uk 


Gateway to Antarctica: 
http://www.icair.iac.org.nz:/ 


Italian Antarctic Program: 
http: //pnracas01.casaccia.enea.it/ 


Belgian Antarctic Program: 
http: //www.belspo.be: 80: /antar/ 
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THE FIBREGLASS SHOP 


Specialists in everything for 


©Souding “Moulding Casting °Pibreglarcsing 


Polyurethane & Polystyrene Foams 
Epoxy Resins & Marine Coatings 
Encapsulating Rubbers 

Mould Making Rubbers 

Sculpting Materials 


202-204 Argyle Street Ph: (03) 62342689 
Hobart 7000 Fax: (03) 62343370 


The Oyster Cove Jinun.... 


Function centre for five to five hundred 
Office parties and seminars. 
Murder nnysteries, 

Gourmet restaunramt, 
Acconnmmodation, 

Waterfiront and maritima views, 


Kettering, Tasmamia, 7155. (03) 6267 44.46 


oyster.cove@tassie.net.au 


THE BACK PAGE 


ANTARCTIC AND SOUTHERN OCEAN SHIPPING CALENDAR 


10 December 
11 December 
4/5 January 
21 January 
22 January 
22 January 
26 January 
27/28 January 
14 February 
16/17 February 
25 February 
28 February 
13 March 
April 
April 
May 


1997 
1997 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 


AKADEMIC SHOKALSKIY Arrives Hobart from Macquarie Is. 
AKADFMIC SHOKALSKIY Departs Hobart for Antarctica 


L'ASTROLABE Arrives Hobart from Antarctica 
KAPITAN KHLEBNIKOV Arrives Hobart 
KAPITAN KHLEBNIKOV Departs Hobart for Antarctica 


AURORA AUSTRALIS V4 Arrives Hobart from Macquarie Is. 
AURORA AUSTRALIA V5 Departs Hobart for Mawson Base 


L'ASTROLABE Arrives Hobart from Antarctica 
KAPITAN KHLEBNIKOV Arrives and departs Hobart 
L'ASTROLABE Arrives Hobart from Antarctica 


AURORA AUSTRALIS V5 —- Arrives Hobart from Davis Base 
AURORA AUSTRALIA V6 Departs Hobart for Marine Science 
L' ASTROLABE Arrives Hobart from Antarctica 
AURORA AUSTRALIS V6 Arrives Hobart from Marine Science 
AURORA AUSTRALIS V7 Departs Hobart for Marine Science 
AURORA AUSTRALIS V7 Arrives Hobart from Macquarie Is. 


POLAR CALENDAR - TASMANIA 


9 July 
20 March 
10 July 
15 March 


19 December 


20 December 


July 
5 January 
20 March 
9 January 


20/21 January 


6 March 
10-12 March 


NEE 
1998 


10 oe 
1998 


1997 
OO = 
1998 
1998- 
1998 
1998 
1998 


1998 


mel998 


Professor Steve Warren, Professor of Geophysics and 
Atmospheric Sciences, University of Washington, Seattle, 
USA. (Visitor to the Antarctic CRC.) 


Professor Koni Steffan, Sea Ice Scientist, Co-operative 
Institute for Research In Environmental Sciences, Univer- 
sity of Colorado, Boulder, USA. (Antarctic CRC visitor.) 


Opening of Dreamworld's "ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE" in Salamanca 
Place, Hobart. 


Associate Professor Brian Popp, Chemical Oceanographer, 
University of Hawaii, USA. (Antarctic CRC visitor.) 


Dr Ted Scambos, National Snow and Ice Data Centre, Co- 
operative Institute for Research in Environmental Science, 
University of Colorado, Boulder, USA. (Antarctic CRC.) 


TPN meeting, 11.00 am at Office of Minister for Antarctic 
Affairs, 8th Floor, 10 Murray St, Hobart. 


Visit to the Australian Antarctic Division by a delegation 
from the Chinese Antarctic Research Expeditions (CHINARE). 


TPN meeting. Details to be notified. 


Visit to COMNAP and the Australian Antarctic Division by 
members of the Italian Antarctic Program. 


Copyright 1997 Malcolm Wallhead and Associates and individual contributors. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
STOP PRESS! 


The future for Hobart and Tasmania as the Antarctic Gateway is only as good as 
the combined forces of the Federal Government, State Government and private 
enterprise can make it. 


Tasmania's unique experience of having all party-support is working. 


We have been successful in having the Federal Government announce Hobart as 
the Nation's Gateway to Antarctica and the preferred site for the International 
Antarctic Secretariat. 


Both Mr Hodgman and I have lobbied to keep the existing Antarctic visitors 
happy. We have also sought to ensure that other nations are aware of Tasmania's 
willingness to provide quality goods and services as well as the best scientific 
expertise in the nation. 


I believe the next step for us is an air strip in Antarctica to compliment our 
existing services. 


Yours sincerely, 


e Honourable John White, MHA 
hadow Minister for Antarctic Affairs, Arts, Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Affairs, Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs 


PS. Congratulations to the Polar Network for the work they have done. It is the intention of the 
Labor Party to continue to promote Tasmania as the Gateway to Antarctica and work with all 
other parties - political, local government and private enterprise to achieve this. 


